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The outbreak of World War I had a stimulating effect upon the co-operative movement, and membership in societies increased enormously. The volumes of business of the English Wholesale Society almost doubled during the war, and this was true of Germany, Austria, and France. As for Russia, co-operation became the basis of practically the entire industrial system of Soviet Russia.

In 1895 was established the International Co-operative Alliance, an organization dedicated to the promotion of co-operative principles and their international practice. In 1931, 42 countries comprised it, with an individual membership of 70,000,000. Purely educational in nature itself, the Alliance has helped organize commercial central organizations of international scope.

The first attempt at co-operation in the "United States was made in 1844, when a Boston tailor organized a co-operative buying club. This later became the first American co-operative society, and about it was formed a federation which in 1849 was known as the New England Protective Union. The last decade of the i9th and the early years of the soth century showed a great lack of interest in the co-operative movement in America, but during the second decade and especially since 1916 there has been a revival. Toward the end of the war period many consumers' societies were formed. But the entire period following 1920 was marked by general economic and employment conditions inimical to the success of cooperative or private business. Consumers' societies include retail store societies, gasoline filling stations, distributive departments of marketing associations, creameries, restaurants, bakeries, boarding houses, and laundries. The largest consumers' society is the Franklin Co-operative Creamery Association, formed in Minneapolis in 1921 when the drivers of milk wagons and milk consumers united.

Co-operative credit societies and banks have increased in number. There are many fraternal life insurance associations which operate largely on a co-operative basis and make annual benefit returns, as well as co-operative fire, hail, and cyclone insurance companies. Several of the larger cities have co-operative housing associations, as well as co-operative telephone exchanges, motion picture houses, schools, and a co-operative undertaking estab lishment.

The indorsement of co-operation by the American Federation of Labor in 1917 proved a great stimulus to co-operative enterprise, which is developing in. close alliance with the

labor movement. The first national convention of American co-operative associations was held in Springfield, 111., in 1918, at which the National Co-operative Congress was organized, representing the commercial side of the movement. The Co-operative League of the United States represents the educational and propa-gandistic. A development of the i93o's was medical care co-operatives. By 1942 there were 35 such associations with a membership of 100,950.

An Agricultural co-operative society consists of producers of agricultural wealth who have combined, with the object of improving their financial status by performing some or all of the functions involved in transferring their products from themselves to the consumers, or by collectively buying farm supplies for jointly providing credit for productive purposes, or conducting some other business enterprise. Among the marketing functions are standardizing, assembling, selling, transporting, storing, financing, processing, and dispersing. In few instances do the organized producers attempt to perform all these functions. Standardizing and assembling are most frequently undertaken. As a general rule, separate organizations have been formed for the different commodities.

The origin of agricultural co-operation in the United States is sometimes traced to the establishment in 1841 of Brook Farm, but there is a great difference between that idealistic project and the modern agricultural co-operative association whose object is the economic betterment of the members through co-operative shipping and marketing and the co-operative buying of fertilizers, feed, seeds, and other necessities. Among the first farmers to combine for collective marketing were those with surplus milk. As early as 1851 the farmers in Oneida county, New York, banded together to make and market cheese.

The growth of agricultural co-operation in the United States can be measured by the increase in the number of associations, by the increase in membership, and by the increase in amount of business handled. The number of associations has increased from less than a score in 1860 to 15,000 in 1942; the membership from a few hundred in 1860 to over 3,500,000 in 1942; the amount of business handled from a few thousands of dollars in 1860 to $2,800,000,000 gross sales in 1942.

Until comparatively recently, the co-operative movement consisted largely of the activities of local associations, though groups of local associations had in a few cases been com-